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What is a Privacy Policy?

A Legal Document that 
“may” or “may not”

inform you about the 
privacy of your data

● monolithic text document
● verbose | long length
● difficult to read & understand
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Extracting Metadata from Privacy Policies

1. Usable Privacy Project
https://usableprivacy.org/

2. Terms of Service; Didn’t Read
https://tosdr.org

3. Privacy Guide
Tesfay, W.B., Hofmann, P., Nakamura, T., Kiyomoto, S., Serna, J.: I Read but Don’T Agree: Privacy Policy 
Benchmarking Using Machine Learning and the EU GDPR. In: Companion Proceedings of the The Web 
Conference 2018. pp. 163–166.

4. Pribot
https://pribot.org/

uses
semantic

web
crowdsourced

dashboard similar to I

stateofthe
art
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Consolidate Information

● different approaches →    same information

● same information      →    different ‘ontologies’

● different ‘ontologies’  →    same underlying concepts
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Scope - ODP: Privacy Policy Metadata

1. Information about Personal Data

2. Information within Privacy Policy

3. From GDPR-ready policies

t
t

Airbnb Ireland PrivacyPolicy
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Comptency Questions

1. What personal data is collected? e.g. email
2. Does the data have a category? e.g. contact information
3. What was its source? e.g. user
4. How is it collected? e.g. given by user, automated
5. What is it used for? e.g. creating an account, authentication and verification
6. How long is it retained for? e.g. 90days after account deletion
7. Who is it shared with? e.g. name of partner organisation(s)
8. What is the legal basis? e.g. given consent, legitimate use
9. What processes/purposes was the data shared for? e.g. analytics, marketing

10. What is the legal type of third party? e.g. processor, controller, authority
11. How can personal data be rectified or corrected?
12. How can personal data be deleted or removed?
13. How can a copy of the personal data be obtained?
14. How can personal data be transferred to another party?
15. How can information about the personal data be obtained?

agitations

common over

privacypolicy

6



www.adaptcentre.ie

“An ODP for Describing Personal Data in Privacy Policies”
http://openscience.adaptcentre.ie/ | pandith@tcd.ie | @coolharsh55

WOP 2018 (ISWC 2018) ; Monterey California, USA ; Presented by: Harshvardhan J. Pandit

Pattern

1
owlThingvsAnnotation

Reuses vocabularies
GDPRoy GDPRProvenanceVocabulary
GDPRTEXT GDPR text extensions
PROY O Provenancevocabulary
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Pattern - Instance
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Future Work

1. Level of abstraction; e.g. storage, sharing, time

2. Privacy Policy as a document

3. Break into Smaller Patterns???

TimeVocabulary

modeldocument
model contents
modelpolicy

T
o more verbose
modular
difficultto integrate
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End of Presentation

--- MORE AT POSTER SESSION ---
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